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February 11, 2016

To: 
David M Golden, Chief


Bureau of Land Management, NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection   


P.O. Box 420 


Trenton NJ  08625 

Via email:  <david.golden@dep.nj.gov>                                                                  
 
Re: Comments on proposed “Forest Stewardship Plan,” Sparta Mountain Wildlife Management Area.  Please include these comments as a part of the public record.
Dear Mr. Golden:
We are writing to express our total disappointment – and total opposition – to the above-referenced proposed “Forest Stewardship” Plan. To us, too much of the Plan reads like the kind of justification timber-management agencies emphasize when trying to persuade a skeptical public that logging of large trees is “healthy” and “restores balance”
We would expect such from say, the US Forest Service out West – but NOT from an urban state “Department of Environmental Protection!”

As a homeowner and summer resident of the Hawthorne Lake Community, I was one of the many people who became aroused and very upset to learn about the proposals of a Mr. Robinson to build a large-scale housing development and related facilities on Sparta Mountain, just above our community. That was back in 1993-1994.
Realizing that such a project – so totally out of scale with the quietude and ambiance of most of Sparta Mountain then– would also literally ruin our Community’s quiet century-old way of life, and cause near-total destruction of the fast-recovering forests and wetlands and wildlife there, we formed “Friends of Sparta Mountain;” and -- together with thousands of other local people and other concerned citizens-- mounted a strong campaign to halt this project via every legal means. 

Our solution to the problem, under New Jersey law and well-established precedent, was to gain official State protection for that unique and ever-scarcer kind of quiet and semi-wild landscape, which is so fast vanishing everywhere else across our state of New Jersey in these times.

After many months of hard work, and much “Blood, Sweat and Tears” on the part of our all-volunteer membership, the State finally did take action, and created the Sparta Mountain Wildlife Management Area, after duly compensating the property’s owner.

We celebrated! We thought we had won! And forever after, we thought that ALL the forests and their wildlife, plant life too, would remain there – as much a refuge for humans seeking quiet and peace as for the resident animals and plants also to survive.

We most certainly did NOT assume, even think, that what we had worked so hard for would/could ever become – in any way – a Ten-Year Logging Zone! If we had ever imagined that we would one day be reading a proposal like the one here, to log so many of the largest trees, we never would have sought a WMA, and instead would have worked for some stronger kind of protection.

The claim is made that “we have to log large deep-forest interior species and damage their special habitats, in order to [‘hopefully’] create a scrub forest-and-thicket habitat for some other species.”
In other words, “we have to log the forest in order to save it.” Where have we heard this before?

Thus, this proposed “Plan” is scarcely believable to those of us who fought so hard to create the SMWMA. Whatever the good intentions, e.g., to experimentally “treat” (meaning “log”) many larger trees, all in the name of ‘creating’ the same kind of scrubby habitat that is now found in hundreds of places across our state -- is completely unacceptable.

If there is anything rarer than some listed endangered species in our state, it is the CHANCE for previously cutover lands to produce great forests which, if they are allowed to live long enough, can become like the immense and luxuriant ancient forests which once blanketed our entire state. The recovering Mid-Atlantic forests of Sparta Mountain NEED -- and we who fought for them -- deserve such a chance. Let them grow back, as they now do, and as they will mature, if left alone:

as a refuge for humans seeking solitude and open space, as well as for resident wildlife.
- NOT as a Ten-Year Logging Camp-Operation, where every year there will always be the sound and rumbling of heavy log-trucks and the snarl of chainsaws to destroy the silence and solitude.

It only adds insult to injury to claim that logging jobs are, somehow “green jobs!” To a forester maybe, since big trees often seem to be an impediment to “better management;” but – as shown in thousands of similar controversies, NOT convincing to the general public.

To repeat – the SMWMA was fought for and created by those many thousands of us – we humans – as a refuge for our species in an ever-faster urbanized world, as much as for the resident wildlife. We did not fight to save Sparta Mountain in order to see it turned into an Experimental Logging Zone to favor one wildlife or plant-life species over another.

Our slogan twenty years ago was: “Save Sparta Mountain - Keep a Wild Place Wild”

It Was NOT: “Save Sparta Mountain - and Log It Later.”
Please do NOT approve or implement this plan!

Sincerely,

Brock Evans, President, National Endangered Species Coalition

                      Past Vice President, National Audubon Society

                      Past Associate Executive Director, National Sierra Club

                      Lake Hawthorne, Sparta Township, Sussex Co. homeowner, summer resident 
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